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20 percent chance of survival. Against the
odds, Ellen beat cancer and went on to found
a support group for young cancer survivors at
Georgetown University Hospital. During this
time is when she became a strong advocate
for the term cancer “survivor” as opposed to
“victim,” as the key to a new way of thinking
about the disease.

In 1988, she was elected to the board of the
National Coalition of Cancer Survivorship,
where she later served as President and CEO.
Ellen’s contributions to the cancer treatment
community are too numerous to count. Among
various positions with the National Cancer In-
stitute, American Association for Cancer Re-
search, and the American Society of Clinical
Oncology, she was appointed to the NCI’s Na-
tional Cancer Advisory Board by President
Clinton in 1992. She later served as Vice
President of the Institute of Medicine’s Na-
tional Cancer Policy Board and went on to be-
come a founding member of the board’s suc-
cessor—the National Cancer Policy Forum.

As a doctor, | recognize the countless con-
tributions Ellen made to the cancer treatment
community. Her relentless advocacy of a more
patient-centered approach to cancer survivors
made her a pioneering figure in cancer treat-
ment. | had the privilege of working with Ellen
and Representative Lols CAPPS (D-CA) to in-
troduce the PATH Act providing a cancer
treatment roadmap for patients. Ellen will be
missed, not only by those of us who were for-
tunate enough to call her a friend, but also by
the countless cancer survivors whose lives
she has positively impacted. | ask the House
of Representatives to join me in recognizing
her many years of dedication to improving the
lives of her fellow cancer survivors.

————

HONORING COMMUNITY CHAMPION
CHARLIE SCHMITZ

HON. MIKE KELLY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to recognize one of my constituents
from Western Pennsylvania, Mr. Charles
Schmitz. Mr. Schmitz, known as ‘Charlie’ by
many, was originally from New York City but
now calls his ranch in Crawford County home.

Charlie gallantly served in our nation’s mili-
tary and spent three years in combat. He is a
decorated Vietnam War veteran who con-
tinues to serve those around him with his self-
less personality and admirable actions.

During his service, Charlie sustained injuries
which had a significant impact on his life and
ultimately motivated the next part of his jour-
ney. In 1993, Charlie founded the WCJ
Ranch, a Pennsylvania non-profit that provides
regulated licensed shooting and hunting
grounds free of charge to Combat Disabled
Veterans, Disabled Veterans and Inexperi-
enced Youth Hunters. In order to benefit as
many veterans as possible, WCJ Ranch col-
laborates with other organizations such as the
Paralyzed Veterans of America and the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars.

For twenty-three successful hunting sea-
sons, Charlie has served as the ranch’s found-
er, field guide and outfitter. Charlie has wel-
comed countless veterans regardless of their
physical challenges, and provided them with
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the opportunity to hunt safely and enjoy the
great outdoors to the fullest extent among
other veterans. WCJ Ranch personalizes each
and every hunt by accommodating the hunt-
er's physical abilities. There are several handi-
capped-accessible deer and turkey blinds, ac-
cessible by wheelchair as well as specially-
outfitted trails and bridges. Facilities are con-
tinuously being adapted and upgraded to ac-
commodate the ever-changing needs of the
hunters. Charlie adds new stands and special
facilities every year for repeat hunters who fre-
quent WCJ Ranch to ensure they have new
areas to explore each time they visit.

Everyone who has had the privilege of vis-
iting WCJ Ranch has walked away changed
for the better and sure of one thing—it's not
just about the hunt. It's the overall experience
which creates memories that last a lifetime.
The camaraderie between the hunters and the
staff leads to close bonds and beneficial rela-
tionships. It is the welcoming environment that
Charlie has created where everyone feels safe
and as if they belong.

Charlie has displayed an unwavering com-
mitment to the veterans’ community and those
in need. He used his personal experience and
what helped him heal following his time in
combat, and decided to create a similar outlet
for other veterans where they could find
peace. Charlie is an honorable man whose
dedication continues to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of so many.

————

RECOGNIZING THE OZONA LIONS
TTH GRADE MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
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Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Ozona Lions 7th grade
men’s basketball team on winning the 2016
District Tournament in Eldorado, Texas.

The Lions, undefeated for the entire season,
were behind for most of the championship
game. It wasn’t until the last two minutes that
they secured the lead. Despite team injuries
and ilinesses, they were able to band together
to secure the win. | would also like to give
special recognition to Head Coach John
Esparza, who led the Lions to victory. | look
forward to seeing these young men develop
into outstanding leaders in the community. On
behalf of the 23rd Congressional District of
Texas, congratulations to the Lions.

——————

H-GAC 2015 PARKS AND NATURAL
AREAS AWARD
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Sugar Land, Texas for earning
the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC)
2015 Parks and Natural Areas Award.

The H-GAC Areas Award projects, like the
one done by Sugar Land, help promote posi-
tive projects for the surrounding parks and
natural areas. The City of Sugar Land won in
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the On-the-Ground Projects Under $500K
competition. This project consists of a conven-
ient, one-of-a-kind playground that can serve
kids in different age groups and all capabili-
ties. We are extremely proud of the city of
Sugar Land and thank them for their commit-
ment to improving the quality of life for its resi-
dents.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to
Sugar Land for receiving this award and help-
ing to strengthen our community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | am
not recorded on Roll Call Number 64 from
February 9, 2016. As a cosponsor of H.R.
3036, the National 9/11 Memorial at the World
Trade Center Act, introduced by Rep. Tom
MACARTHUR of New Jersey, | would have
voted Yes on Roll Call Number 64.

———

HONORING MICHAEL RILEY FOR
HIS LEADERSHIP AT THE MOTOR
TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION OF
CONNECTICUT

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 2016

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor President of the Motor Transport As-
sociation of Connecticut (MTAC), Michael
Riley, upon his retirement. For just under three
decades Mike has represented the commercial
trucking interests of almost 1,400 member
companies as a trusted and respected advo-
cate.

From 1979 to 1987, before his involvement
with MTAC, Mike was an executive assistant
to Senator Christopher Dodd and he used that
experience to work with lawmakers and Con-
necticut administration officials to improve the
regulatory structure surrounding the trucking
industry. These efforts resulted in achieve-
ments like the installation of weight station by-
pass systems, online permit processes, and
important legislation to define “independent
contractors” who work in the industry.

Mike’s work at MTAC has tangibly increased
the safety of Connecticut road users, as he
led efforts to create a consortium for testing
the use of controlled substances and alcohol
abuse among drivers. Since 1989, and in con-
junction with Gregory & Howe, MTAC has
helped create the largest testing program in
the state, so successful that even non-truck
drivers from member companies are part of
the program.

Mike’s focus on safety extended to spear-
heading a commercial lines insurance pro-
gram, which offers property and casualty in-
surance for members. The success of this
venture is demonstrated by its size and sup-
port within the industry. Indeed the fund has
become large enough in recent years to pay
significant workers compensation dividends
back to participating companies, showing what
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